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ITALIAN FOR
TRAVELERS:
SURVIVAL GUIDE



INTRODUCTION

[taly is one of the world’s top travel

destinations, known for its rich

history, stunning architecture,
delicious cuisine, and warm
hospitality. While many Italians,
especially in tourist areas, speak

some English, knowing basic

[talian phrases will enhance your

experience, help you connect with
locals, and show respect for the

culture.



ESSENTIAL ITALIAN
GREETINGS &
COURTESY PHRASES

Politeness is very important in Italy, and using basic
greetings will make a great first impression!
Hello / Good day — Ciao! (informal) / Buongiorno!
(formal)
Good evening — Buonasera!
Goodbye — Arrivederci! (formal) / Ciao! (informal)
Please — Per favore
Thank you — Grazie!
You're welcome — Prego!
Excuse me / Sorry — Mi scusi (formal) / Scusa
(informal)

Cultural Tip: Italians use "Ciao" for both hello and
goodbye, but it’s informal. Use Buongiorno or

Buonasera in professional or polite settings.
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Taking a Taxi or Public Transport

e Dove posso prendere un taxi? > Where can [ get a taxi?

e Mi puo portare a...? > Can you take me to...?

e Quanto costa per andare a...? > How much does it cost
to go to...?

e Dove si trova la fermata dell’autobus? = Where is the bus
stop?

e A che ora parte il treno? » What time does the train

leave?

Buying Tickets & Asking for Directions
e Vorrei un biglietto per... = I'd like a ticket to...
e Quanto costa un biglietto? > How much is a ticket?
e Mi puo aiutare? - Can you help me?
e Dove si trova il museo/il ristorante/I’albergo? > Where is
the museum/restaurant/hotel?
A destra/ A sinistra = To the right / To the left

e Sempre dritto — Straight ahead



SHOPPING & HANDLING
MONEY

e Quanto costa? = How much does it cost?

e Posso pagare con la carta di credito? —» Can I
pay by credit card?

e Avete questo in un’altra taglia? > Do you have
this in another size?

e Mi fa uno sconto? — Can you give me a

discount?







Notes for Practicing
Morning Rituals
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Italy is a country full of history, culture, and
breathtaking landscapes, and knowing some
basic Italian will make your trip far more

enjoyable and immersive. While many

Italians, especially in tourist areas, understand

English, making the effort to speak even a
few words in Italian will earn you smiles and
appreciation.

By mastering essential phrases,

understanding cultural norms, and using

[talian hand gestures, you’ll feel more
confident navigating transportation,
ordering food, shopping, and engaging with

locals.

% Key Takeaways for Travelers:

/ Learn basic greetings & courtesy phrases
to show politeness.

+/ Understand transportation terms to
navigate trains, buses, and taxis.

/ Practice ordering food & shopping
phrases to enjoy Italy’s world-famous
cuisine.

v/ Know emergency phrases for safety and
peace of mind.

v/ Use Italian hand gestures & body

language to express yourself like a local.




