
Mastering Arabic
Sentence Structure –
Word Order, Cases &

Prepositions



✅  A R A B I C  P R E F E R S  V E R B -
S U B J E C T - O B J E C T  ( V S O ) :
✔ مدرسة  ل ا إلى  حمد  أ ذهب 

( D H A H A B A  A H M E D  I L A  A L -
M A D R A S A )  –  A H M E D  W E N T  T O
S C H O O L .

✅  B U T  S U B J E C T - V E R B -
O B J E C T  ( S V O )  I S  A L S O
P O S S I B L E :

✔ مدرسة  ل ا إلى  ذهب  حمد  أ
( A H M E D  D H A H A B A  I L A  A L -
M A D R A S A )  –  A H M E D  W E N T  T O
S C H O O L .

🎯  K E Y  R U L E :
V S O  I S  M O R E  F O R M A L  &
T R A D I T I O N A L .
S V O  I S  U S E D  I N  D A I L Y
C O N V E R S A T I O N  &  M O D E R N
A R A B I C

Arabic Word Order – 
VSO vs. SVO



✅ Arabic has three main cases:
CaseUsageExampleEnglish Meaning
Nominative (المرفوع)
Subject of sentence
(’Al-waladu yaqra) .الولدُ يقرأ
The boy reads.
Accusative (المنصوب)
Object of verb
(Ra'aytu al-walada) .رأيتُ الولدَ
I saw the boy.
Genitive (المجرور)
After prepositions
(Dhahabtu ila al-waladi) .ذهبتُ إلى الولدِ
I went to the boy.
🎯 Tip:

Subjects are always nominative (-u
ending)
Objects take the accusative (-a
ending)

Arabic Cases –
Nominative, Accusative &

Genitive



✅ Prepositions in Arabic cause words
to take the genitive case (-i ending).
📌 Examples:

– (Fi al-bayti) في البيتِ → (Fi - in) في
In the house
(Ila as-souqi) إلى السوقِ → (Ila - to) إلى
– To the market
-Ala at) على الطاولةِ → (Ala - on) على
tawilati) – On the table

🎯 Practice:
✔ Translate:

"I am at the mosque." → ِأنا في المسجد.
"She went to the park." → ذهبت إلى

.الحديقةِ

Mastering Arabic
Prepositions & Their

Effects



 Mistake 1: Using English word order
(Wrong) .أنا أحب كتب كثيرة ❌
Correct – Arabic places) .أنا أحب الكتب الكثيرة ✅
adjectives after nouns.)

Mistake 2: Incorrect case after prepositions
(Wrong) .ذهبت إلى السوقَ ❌
Correct – "I went to the) .ذهبت إلى السوقِ ✅
market.")
🎯 Practice:
✔ Rewrite these sentences using the correct
word order & cases!

Common Arabic
Sentence Structure

Mistakes & Fixes


